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COWBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


IlrALTII  DI'I’AKTMF.NT, 

l'3AST(;A'ric  S'i'ri;i:t, 

CowBRiDGE,  Glam. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Cowbridge  Rural  District  Council 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  upon  matters 
affecting  the  Cowbridge  Rural  District  during  the  year  1954. 

The  general  state  of  health  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  satisfactory 
and  there  has  not  been  any  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  or  of 
food  poisoning. 

The  general  death  rate  is  low  as  compared  with  other  Rural 
Districts  in  the  County  being  only  6.85  as  against  1 1 .99.  This  is  largely 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  are  several  thousand  R.A.F.  per- 
sonnel serving  at  St.  Athan  and  this  has  affected  the  rate  for  the  district. 

Again  this  year  it  is  found  that  the  expectation  of  life  is  increasing 
and  that  last  year  53  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over 
65  years  of  age.  The  death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  was  14.88  as 
compared  with  31.30  for  other  rural  districts. 

The  new  sewerage  scheme  in  the  district  has  made  progress,  details 
of  which  will  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

The  erection  of  new  houses  has  continued  but  the  waiting  lists  of 
applicants  indicates  that  there  is  still  an  unsatisfied  demand  throughout 
some  parishes. 

It  has  been  possible  to  deal  with  a number  of  the  older  and  worn  out 
houses  and  to  rehouse  the  tenants,  and  it  is  evident  that  more  owners  of 
properties  are  applying  for  “Improvement  Grants”  to  improve  their 
houses  and  bring  them  up  to  a satisfactory  standard. 

The  Pantgwyn  Llanharry  Housing  Site  had  at  the  end  of  the  year 
278  houses  completed,  in  addition  to  which  plans  were  prepared  for  the 
erection  of  six  shops,  etc. 


9 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


'I'hc  Cow  ln'id^c  Kural  Area  comprises  the  soiithein  perimeter  ol 
the  Soutli  Wales  C'oallielrl  and  a good  proportion  ol  the  lertile  farm 
lands  of  the  \’ale  of  Glamorgan.  The  southern  boundary  is  formed  by 
some  ten  miles  of  Bristol  Channel  foreshore,  and  on  the  remaining 
boundaries  are  the  Rural  Areas  of  Penybont,  Llantrisant  and  Llantw  it 
Fardre  and  Cardiff.  The  Borough  of  Cowbridge  e.xtends  over  85  acres 
in  the  centre  of  the  Rural  District.  There  are  28  parishes  of  varying 
sizes  subdividing  the  District. 

From  the  centre,  the  land  falls  away  in  a gentle  slope  towards  the 
sea  to  form  the  very  fertile  agricultural  lands  which  are  worked  as  the 
main  industry  of  the  district.  The  northern  parts  of  the  area  are  hilly, 
reaching  in  some  points  to  900  feet  above  sea  level. 

In  this  higher  portion  are  sited  two  important  collieries,  a by- 
product works,  an  iron  ore  mine,  a large  milk  factory,  pre-cast  cement 
factory,  a drop  forge  foundry  and  a smelting  w'orks. 

Although  farming  is  the  major  industry  in  the  southern  and  central 
areas,  a fair  proportion  of  the  available  labour  is  absorbed  by  three  large 
stone  quarries  and  a tile  factory  in  the  centre,  and  by  the  tw'o  large 
Air  Stations  at  St.  Athan  and  Llandow'  in  the  south.  The  labour 
forces  at  the  collieries  and  R.A.F.  Stations  are  supplemented  by 
personnel  w’ho  come  into  the  area  daily  from  outside. 

Public  mains  w'ater  is  available  in  each  village  of  the  twenty-eight 
parishes.  The  villages  and  townships  of  Llanharan,  Brynna,  Thomas- 
town,  Ynysmardy,  Llanharry  and  Tylagarw  are  sewered  to  municipal 
disposal  works,  and  those  of  Llantwit  Major,  Boverton  and  St.  Athan 
have  sewers  to  sea  outfalls.  The  Council’s  hutted  sites  at  Leechmore, 
Highfield  and  St.  Donats  are  sewered  to  private  disposal  works  with  the 
Llandow  Aerodrome. 

Work  is  proceeding  on  the  new  sewer  designed  to  serve  Aberthin, 
Llanblethian  and  Cowbridge  Borough. 

2,416  of  the  houses  in  the  area  are  connected  to  public  or  private 
sewerage  systems.  2,997  of  the  houses  in  the  area  arc  provided  with 
water  closets. 

Refuse  collection  in  the  whole  area  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour 
with  a small  fleet  of  three  modern  collection  vehicles.  Cesspool 
emptying  throughout  the  area  is  carried  out  to  satisfaction  with  a 
modern  mechanical  emptier. 
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I'hc  comprehensive  refuse  bin  provision  scheme  is  being  extended 
tlirongliout  the  area. 

I'dcctric  light  is  available  in  every  village  ol'  the  district  and 
tiuring  the  year  many  extensions  were  made  to  serve  outlying  farms  and 
other  households. 


MAIN  INDUSTRIES  OF  THE  AREA  1954 

K.  Morgan  Ltd.,  Llantwit  Major  (Agricultural  Machinery). 

Marley  Tile  Factory,  St.  Mary  Hill  (Roofing  Tiles). 

The  Cambrian  Forge  and  Foundry  Ltd.,  Tylagarw  (Drop  Forge). 
Ministry  of  Supply,  Llandow  (Aeroplane  Dismantling). 

Wales  Gas  Board,  Gas  Works,  Tylagarw. 

United  Clubs  Brewery,  Tylagarw. 

National  Coal  Board,  Coedely  (Brick  Manufacture) 

Llanharan  C.W.S.  Dairy  (Pasteurising  Plant) 

38  M.U.,  R.A.F.,  Llandow  (Aeroplane  Fitting) 

Norman  Watson  Decorations  Ltd.,  St.  Athan  (Building  Operations). 
W.  E.  Chivers  & Sons,  Ltd.,  St.  Athan  (Joinery  and  Building  Works) 
National  Coal  Board,  Coke  Ovens  & By-Products,  Coedely. 

Noah  Rees  and  Griffin  Ltd.,  Llantwit  Major  (Agricultural  Repair  vShop). 

Glamorgan  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  Crossways  (Agricul- 
tural Machinery) 

19  M.U.,  R.A.E.,  St.  Athan  (Aeronautical  Engineers). 

Bronze  Smelters,  Ltd.,  Tylagarw. 

Woolaway  Construction  Co.,  Ltd.,  Tylagarw. 

Alcrop  Driers  Ltd.,  St.  Athan  (Crop  Driers). 

Bird  & Howard  Ltd.,  Cowbridge  (Tractor,  and  Agricultural 
Engineers). 

Pontyclun  Electric  Joinery  & Timber  Works. 

R.  S.  Bird  Ltd.,  Cowbridge  (Motor  Mower  Engineers). 

S.  Wales  Concrete  Pipe  Co.,  Ltd.,  Coedcae  Lane  (Concrete  Pipe 

Manufacture). 
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SECTION  A. 


STATIS'FICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  40,020 

Total  Population  (mid-year  1954)  20,000 

Number  of  houses  occupied,  December,  1954  3,777 

Rateable  value  (March,  1954)  ^092,001 

Product  of  a penny  rate  (March,  1954)  Od. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  MTAL  STATISTICS  OF  'FHE  YEAR 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Birth  Rate  for  Cowbridge  Rural  Area  16.<S0 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  15.2 

Birth  Rate  of  Administrative  County  of  Glamorgan  ....  15.62 

Birth  Rate  for  Rural  Districts  in  Glamorgan  14.94 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Death  Rate  for  Cowbridge  Rural  Area  6.85 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.3 

Death  Rate  for  Administrative  County  of  Glamorgan  12.25 

Death  Rate  of  Rural  Districts  in  Glamorgan  11.99 


Still  Births 

The  9 Still  Births  constitute  a rate  of  26.7  per  1,000  total  Births. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

All  infants  per  1,000  births  14.88 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  15.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (under  2 years)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (under  2 years)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 
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CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1954 


Weeks 

I’otal 

Months 

Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

first 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

month 

1-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Prematurity  

1 

1 

- 

2 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Asphyxia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Steatorrhoea  

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

5 

Births 


The  number  of  Births  and  the  Birth  Rates  in  the  District  and  England 
and  Wales  for  the  past  thirteen  years  is  shewn  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year 

Births 

Birth  Rate 
FOR  Area 

Birth  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales 

1940  

223 

17.8 

14.6 

1941  

223 

17.6 

14.2 

1942  

264 

21.5 

15.8 

1943  

275 

22.5 

16.5 

1944  

306 

24.6 

17.6 

1945  

266 

21.7 

16.1 

1946  

281 

22.0 

19.1 

1947  

367 

28.0 

20.5 

1948  

317 

23.1 

17.9 

1949  

315 

22.8 

16.7 

1950  

289 

16.00 

15.8 

1951  

303 

15.26 

15.5 

1952  

295 

14.66 

15.3 

1953  

323 

15.51 

15.5 

1954  

336 

16.80 

15.2 

Death  Rate 

Year 

COWBRIDGE  R.D. 

England  and  Wales 

1940 

11.9 

14.3 

1941 

12.6 

12.9 

1942 

13.0 

11.6 

1943 

11.9 

12.1 

1944 

10.3 

11.6 

1945 

12.9 

11.4 

1946 

10.7 

11.5 

1947 

11.1 

12.0 

1948 

10.0 

10.8 

1949 

9.0 

11.7 

1950 

7.59 

11.6 

1951 

7.46 

12.5 

1952 

6.96 

11.3 

1953 

5.76 

1 1.4 

1954  , 

6.85 

11.3 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1954 


Estimated 

Births 

Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Population 

1954 

Number  Rate  per 
of  1,000 

Births  Population 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year 

Rate  per  Deaths 

1 ,000  under 

Live  Births  4 weeks 

Rate  per 
1,000 

England  and  Wales 

— 

— 

15.2 

— 

11.3 

— 

25.5 

— 

17.7 

Administrative  County 

737,800 

11,521 

15.62 

9,038 

12.25 

370 

32.12 

248 

21.53 

Urban  Districts 

534,600 

8,486 

15.87 

6,602 

12.35 

275 

32.41 

187 

22.04 

Rural  Districts 

Health  Division 

Constituent  Districts 

203,200 

3,035 

14.94 

2,436 

11.99 

95 

31.30 

61 

20.10 

Aberdare  and 

Mountain  Ash 

Aberdare  Urban 

40,630 

560 

13.78 

579 

14.25 

15 

26.79 

12 

21.43 

Mountain  Ash  Urban 

30,900 

471 

15.24 

397 

12.85 

10 

21.23 

5 

10.62 

Caerphilly  and 

Gelligaer 

Caerphilly  Urban 

36,900 

731 

19.81 

373 

10.11 

26 

35.57 

17 

23.26 

Gelligaer  Urban 

36,170 

644 

17.80 

437 

12.08 

29 

45.03 

17 

26.40 

Mid-Glamorgan 

Bridgend  Urban 

14,010 

245 

17.49 

155 

11.06 

3 

12.24 

2 

8.16 

Maesteg  Urban 

22,920 

369 

16.10 

300 

13.09 

19 

51.49 

13 

35.23 

Ogmore  and  Garw  Urban 

22,340 

302 

13.52 

272 

12.18 

14 

46.36 

11 

36.42 

Porthcawl  Urban 

9,860 

129 

13.08 

144 

14.60 

4 

31.01 

3 

23.26 

Penybont  Rural 

35,150 

554 

15.76 

499 

14.20 

25 

45.13 

13 

23.47 

Neath  and 

District 

Neath  M.B. 

31,530 

466 

14.78 

405 

12.84 

17 

36.48 

14 

30.04 

Neath  Rural 

41.230 

587 

14.24 

446 

10.82 

16 

27.26 

13 

22.15 

Pontypridd  and 
Llantrisant 

Llantrisant  Rural 

25,610 

446 

17.42 

269 

10.50 

14 

31.39 

6 

13.45 

Pontypridd  Urban  .... 

38,140 

618 

16.20 

543 

14.24 

22 

35.60 

17 

27.51 

Port  Talbot  and 
Glyncorrwg 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  .... 

9,550 

197 

20.63 

87 

9.11 

10 

50.76 

5 

25.38 

Port  Talbot  M.B 

45,850 

834 

18.19 

457 

9.97 

19 

22.78 

16 

19.18 

South-East 

Glamorgan 

Barry  M.B. 

41,450 

744 

17.95 

465 

11.22 

18 

24.19 

10 

13.44 

Cardiff  Rural 

37.300 

481 

12.90 

499 

13.38 

10 

20.79 

8 

16.63 

Cowbridge  M.B 

1,030 

14 

13.59 

7 

6.80 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowbridge  Rural  .. 

20,000 

336 

16.80 

137 

6.85 

5 

14.88 

2 

5.95 

Penarth  Urban 

18,870 

267 

14,15 

237 

12.56 

5 

18.73 

5 

18.73 

West  Glamorgan  .... 

Gower  Rural 

11,270 

172 

14.68 

156 

13.31 

7 

40.70 

4 

23.26 

Llwchwr  Urban 

25,720 

346 

13.45 

310 

12.05 

15 

43.35 

11 

31.79 

Pontardawe  Rural 

32,190 

459 

14.26 

430 

13.36 

18 

39.22 

15 

32.68 

Rhondda  .... 

Rhondda  Urban 

108,730 

1,549 

14.25 

1,434 

13.19 

49 

31.63 

29 

18.72 

I 
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Ages  of  Death  in  Cowbridge  Rural  Area 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Age  (jkoim* 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 vear 

5 

4 

3 

6 

5 

2 

4 

1 

1 — 10 

_ 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

11—20 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

21—30 

5 

3 

2 

_ 

3 

2 

2 

31—40 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

41—50 

7 

4 

3 

1 

6 

6 

6 

3 

51—60 

16 

7 

10 

7 

10 

8 

10 

7 

61—65 

9 

3 

8 

6 

8 

2 

9 

12 

66—70 

12 

6 

9 

9 

7 

5 

10 

4 

71—75  

11 

2 

15 

10 

6 

4 

11 

10 

76—80  

8 

14 

- 6 

11 

8 

9 

10 

5 

81—85 

8 

6 

9 

9 

6 

5 

9 

4 

86—90  

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

5 

91—95 

- 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

96—100 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

91 

57 

73 

67 

68 

52 

81 

56 

50% 
62% 
49% 
53  "'o 


Percentage  of  Deaths  o\er  65  years  of  age 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


7 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  -1954 


The  following  table  sets  out  in  order  details  of  the  number  of  deaths 
under  the  various  heads  : — 


Disease 

Males 

p'emales 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

4 

1 

5 

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— • 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

• — 

— 

• — 

Wbooping  Cough 

' 

■ 

— 

Meningoccocal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

■ — 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 



— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

4 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lungs,  Bronchus 

2 

— 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  .... 

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  .... 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

8 

3 

11 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes  .... 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

8 

6 

14 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

8 

10 

18 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

9 

9 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

3 

3 

6 

Influenza 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

6 

1 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  system 

5 

— 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 



■ 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

— 



Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

7 

7 

14 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

— 

2 

All  Other  Accidents 

5 

2 

7 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

Total 

81 

56 

137 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Pathological  specimens  are  examined  at  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
Laboratory,  The  Parade,  Cardiff.  Chemical  analysis  is  conducted  by 
The  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  same  address. 


Treatment  Centres 


Disease 

Clinic 

Tuberculosis  

[a)  d'ubercLilosis  Dispensary,  Old  Cottage 
Hospital,  Bridgend. 

[b)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

Court  House  Street,  Pontypridd. 

Venereal  Diseases 

(«)  Central  Homes,  Court  House  Street, 
Pontypridd. 

{b)  Public  Health  Offices, 

Woodlands  Road,  Barry. 

Hospitals 

(a)  General  Hospit.\ls 

Patients  from  this  Area  needing  medical  or  surgical  attention 
are  admitted  to  : — 

1.  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary. 

2.  The  Mid-Glamorgan  County  Hospital,  Quarella  Road, 

Bridgend. 

3.  R.A.F.  Hospital,  St.  Athan. 

(b)  Orthopaedic  Hospitals 

Orthopaedic  cases  may  receive  treatment  at  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Hospital,  The  Parade,  Cardiff.  In-patients  are  also 
treated  at  Crossways  Hospital,  Cowbridge  (within  this  Area), 
and  at  Rhydlafar  Hospital. 

(c)  Infectious  Cases 

Cases  are  usually  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Cefn 
Hirgoed,  near  Bridgend,  but  under  the  regionalisation  of 
Hospitals,  patients  are  occasionally  admitted  to  Infectious 
Disease  Hospitals  in  other  localities. 
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Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Area  Ambulance  Services  are  administered  from  the  Divisional 
Fire  Service  Station,  Glanogwr  Road,  Bridgend.  One  of  the  vehicles  is 
stationed  at  The  Ambulance  Centre,  Town  Hall,  Cowbridge. 

A new  Ambulance  Station  will  shortly  be  completed  at  Llantwit 
Major. 

Mortuary 

I should  like  to  stress  the  need  for  a public  mortuary  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  area.  At  the  present  time  bodies  have  to  be 
removed  to  the  mortuaries  attached  to  hospitals. 

Committees 

The  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees  deal  with  public 
health  matters  and  the  full  Council  also  considers  special  health  subjects. 

National  Assistance  Acts  1948  and  1951 

Investigations  were  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year  into  the  case 
of  an  elderly  man  living  alone  in  insanitary  conditions.  The  conditions 
of  Section  47  of  the  1948  Act  were  not  complied  with  and  the  person 
concerned  was  not  agreeable  to  entering  an  institution  voluntarily. 

With  an  ageing  population  cases  of  this  type  may  well  become 
more  frequent. 

Arrangements  were  made  by  the  Council  for  the  burial  of  an  aged 
man  at  Flemingstone  where  no  suitable  arrangements  appeared  to  have 
been  made  other  than  by  the  local  authority. 

The  Council  have  given  the  Sanitary  Inspector  authority  to  deal 
with  cases  where  the  conditions  of  Section  50  of  the  1948  Act  are 
satisfied. 

PREVALENCE  and  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

During  the  year  151  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were 
received  as  compared  with  266  for  the  previous  year.  The  reason  for 
the  fall  in  the  figure  w'as  the  comparative  absence  of  measles,  there 
being  only  39  cases  as  to  203. 

The  enemy  of  some  years  ago,  namely  Diphtheria,  again  this 
year  has  not  shown  itself,  but  in  order  to  maintain  this  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  babies  and  young  children 
continue  to  receive  the  protective  inocculation,  and  what  is  equally 
important  is  that  they  receive  the  “boosting”  doses  upon  entering 
school  and  again  about  the  ages  of  8-9  years. 

The  figures  w hich  have  been  obtained  from  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  for  immunisation  and  vaccination  are  as  follows. 

Vaccination 

Whilst  this  is  not  compulsory  it  is  still  necessary  that  babies 
should  be  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 
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iMMl'NMS.VriON,  1954 

N'AtTINATlON,  1954 

1 ’ndei  5 

5-15  vcdis  \ Booster 

('hildreu 

Percentage  Rate 

1 

1 

I ciccinated 

of  Vaccinated 

155 

1 

1 

78  1 289 

1 

48 

23% 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  only  13  cases  notified  during  the  year  of  which  six 
were  removed  to  the  infectious  disease  hospital.  Here  again  this 
disease  is  much  less  frequent  than  formerly  and  it  is  now  of  a much 
milder  type,  and  in  most  cases  can  be  safely  nursed  at  home. 

Measles 

Many  fewer  cases  were  brought  to  our  notice  and  in  no  case  was  it 
necessary  to  remove  the  patient  to  hospital. 

Whooping  Cough 

Forty-three  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  thirty.  This  is  a 
disease  which  is  being  controlled  by  preventive  inocculation  and  the 
severity  of  the  attack  lessened  when  it  does  occur. 

Paratyphoid  B. 

In  March  a 7 year  old  boy  from  Llanmaes  was  admitted  to  Cefn 
Hirgoed  Isolation  Hospital  and  confirmed  as  a case  of  Paratyphoid  B. 
Later  in  the  day  his  9 year  old  brother  was  also  admitted  with  the  same 
condition. 

On  the  16th  March  a further  case  occurred  in  Llanblethian.  The 
patient  was  a 10  year  old  boy  and  was  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
where  the  disease  was  confirmed. 

Further  investigations  were  carried  out  including  the  examination 
of  swabs  from  contacts.  These  gave  negative  results.  The  history  of 
food  consumption  showed  that  each  of  the  three  children  had  partaken 
of  a particular  food  which  was  the  subject  of  suspicion  in  a larger 
outbreak  occurring  in  the  City  of  Cardiff  and  neighbouring  areas. 

In  spite  of  investigations  no  definite  source  of  the  infection  could 
be  established. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

A seven  month  old  male  infant  was  admitted  to  Blackmill  Isolation 
Hospital  and  later  notified  as  suffering  from  cerebro  spinal  meningitis. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

One  case  was  notified  and  removed  to  hospital  but  the  diagnosis 
was  not  confirmed. 
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Dysentery 

'Two  confirmetl  cases  of  Sonne  dysentery  occurred  in  St.  Athan 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Both  cases  were  children  of  R.A.F. 
Servicemen.  'I’hey  were  admitted  to  the  R.A.F.  Isolation  Hospital  and 
treated  successfully. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  brought  to  notice  during  the  year. 


INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  VARIOUS 
PARISHES  DURING  1954 


PARISHES 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Puerperal 

Infection 

Paratyphoid  “B” 

Sonne 

Dysentery 

St.  Andrews  Minor 

St.  Athan 

36 

2 

2 

6 



2 

Colwinstone  . .. 

— 







St.  Donats 

— 









Eglwysbrewis 

— 

— 











Flemingstone 

— 

— 

1 









Gileston 

— 









St.  Hilary 

— 

— 

— 











Llanblethian  

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 



1 

Llandow 

— 

1 



Llanfair 

— 

1 







Llangan 

2 

— 

1 



1 





Llanbaran 

— 

6 



3 





Llanharry 

1 

16 

6 

6 



1 





Llanilid 

— 









Llanmaes 

— 









2 

Llanmihangel 

— 

— 









Llansannor 

— 

2 





- 





Llantwit  Major 

— 

— 

1 

1 



2 



Llysworney 

— 

— 

— 

1 





Marcross 

— 











St.  Mary  Hill 











Monknash 

— 

1 





Nash  

— 









Penllyne 

— 

1 

— 

1 









Peterstone-s-Montem 

— 

10 

1 

1 





Stembridge 

— 

— 

— 









Ystradowen 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

39 

42 

13 

23 

2 

3 

3 

2 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

— 

2 

6 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 
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EXAMINATION  OF  PATHOLOGICAL  SPECIMENS,  1954 


Nature  of  Specimen 

Number 

Examinetl 

Negative 

Bositiyc 

Faeces  for  salmonella  para.  B 

43 

24 

19 

Urine  for  salmonella  para  B 

17 

17 

— 

Swabs  for  diphtheria 

in 

10 

— 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic  strep 

12 

8 

4 

Swabs  for  Tricbomona  

1 

1 

— 

Swabs  for  Monilia 

1 

1 

— 

Swabs  for  Dysentery 

10 

10 

— 

Swabs  for  Enteric 

8 

8 

— 

Blood  for  Salmonella 

2 

2 



Blood  for  Brucella  Abortus 

2 

2 

— 

Blood  for  Organisms 

1 

1 

— 

Totai.s 

107 

84 

23 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1954 


Age  Periods 

New 

Hases 

De 

aths 

Respi 

ratory 

Non-F 

.esp’y 

Respi 

ratory 

Non-] 

lesp’y 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5 

2 

2 

5—15 

1 

1 

3 

15—25 

2 

1 

1 

25—35 

2 

2 

1 

35—45 

1 

1 

45—55 

1 

55—65 

2 

1 

65  and  oyer... 

1 

1 

T0TAI..S  .... 

5 

7 

2 

7 

4 

1 

'I'he  RcKistrar-Cieneral  reports  one  female  death  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 
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DETAILS  OF  CASES  ON  REGISTER 


Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Total 

M. 

K. 

M. 

F. 

Cases  on  Register  at  commencement  of 

year 

45 

36 

12 

14 

107 

Cases  on  register  at  end  of  year 

48 

44 

13 

18 

123 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  12  notifications  of  persons  suffering  from  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  and  9 from  Non-Pulmonary. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  123 
which  shows  an  increase  of  16. 

In  all  cases  where  the  housing  conditions  of  these  patients  are 
unsatisfactory,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  the  patient  and  also  to 
other  persons  living  in  the  same  premises,  a special  report  is  made  upon 
the  cases  to  the  Health  Committee.  It  has  given  one  pleasure  to 
record  that  the  members  of  the  Council  dealt  with  these  cases  in  a most 
satisfactory  manner,  and  fully  appreciate  the  danger  to  the  patient  and 
others  of  having  such  cases  not  properly  housed. 

During  the  year  26  of  these  persons  were  in  a hospital  or  sanatorium 
and  where  a person  was  removed  from  his  home  the  Health  Department 
have  seen  to  having  the  rooms  and  bedding  used  by  the  patient  dis- 
infected before  being  used  by  anyone  else. 

Disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing  is  carried  out  at  Cefn  Hirgocd 
Isolation  Hospital.  A close  liaison  exists  between  the  Tuberculosis 
Physician,  the  County  Health  Department  and  the  District  Council’s 
Health  Department  on  all  matters  relating  to  Tuberculosis  and 
environmental  hygiene. 

The  standard  of  housing  accommodation  of  patients  has  been 
reviewed  for  1954  and  a summary  ot  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year 
with  that  for  previous  years  is  as  follows  : — 
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Statement  of  the  Standard  of  Fitness  of  Dwellings  Occupied  by 

Tuberculosis  Patients 


Category  of  Houses 

1950 

Fu 

1951 

mona 

1952 

ry 

1953 

1954 

1950 

Non- 

1951 

Pulmc 

1952 

)nary 

1953 

1954 

1.  Satisfactorv 

2.  Needing  Minor 

46 

53 

52 

50 

65 

24 

24 

17 

18 

24 

Repairs 

3.  Requiring  Struc- 

13 

15 

18 

19 

24 

3 

3 

2 

4 

2 

tural  Alteration 

4.  Suitable  for  Re- 

17 

11 

12 

10 

3 

5 

4 

2 

2 

3 

conditioning  

5.  Requiring 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

Demolition 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

81 

80 

84 

81 

92 

33 

32 

23 

26 

31 

The  above  categories  are  those  adopted  for  the  Rural  Housing  Survey. 
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Statement  showing  Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Various 
Parishes  as  at  31st  December,  1954 


No.  Parish 

M/ 

il.ES 

Fem 

ALES 

Total 

Pubnonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pubnonary 

1 . St.  Andrews  M. 







_ 

_ 

2.  St.  Athan 

6 

— 

3 

— 

9 

3.  Colwinstone  

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

4.  St.  Donats 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

5.  Eglwysbrewis 

— 

— 



— 

— 

6.  Flemingstone 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

7.  Gileston 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  St.  Hilary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Llanblethian  

4 

1 

2 

3 

10 

10.  Llandow 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 1 . Llanfair 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

12.  Llangan 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

13.  Llanharan 

10 

1 

12 

4 

27 

14.  Llanharry 

6 

1 

6 

— 

13 

15.  Llanilid 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

16.  Llanmaes 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

17.  Llanmihangel 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18.  Llansannor 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

19.  Llantwit  Major 

8 

4 

6 

4 

22 

20.  Llysworney  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21.  Marcross 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

22.  St.  Mary  Hill 

1 

— 

1 



2 

23.  Monknash 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

24.  Nash  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25.  Penllyne 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

26.  Peterstone-s-M 

9 

2 

5 

2 

18 

27.  Stembridge 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28.  Ystradowen  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

48 

13 

44 

18 

123 

16 
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Table  showing  the  Proportion  of  Cases  on  the  Register  and  Annual  Deaths 
in  Relation  to  the  Population 


Year 

Population  of 
District 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on 

Deaths 

iseni 

Number 

mt'f 

Ratio  to 
Population 

Number 

Ratio  to 
Population 

1936  ..  . 

10,290 

57 

1/187 

1 

1/1470 

1939  .. 

13,840 

42 

1 /329 

5 

1/2768 

1940 

12,540 

52 

1 '241 

3 

1/4180 

1941  .... 

12,680 

61 

1/208 

8 

1/1585 

1942  .... 

12,260 

70 

1/175 

13 

1 /943 

1943  .... 

12,230 

72 

1/169 

8 

1/1528 

1944  ... 

12,440 

87 

1/143 

12 

1 /1037 

1945  . ... 

12,270 

90 

1/136 

3 

1 /4090 

1946  .... 

12,750 

104 

1/122 

5 

1 /2550 

1947  ... 

13,110 

115 

1/114 

8 

1/1637 

1948  .... 

13,700 

131 

1/104 

8 

1/1712 

1949  .... 

13,820 

117 

1/118 

9 

1/1535 

1950  .... 

18,060 

114 

1/149 

5 

1 /3612 

1951  ... 

19,850 

111 

1/179 

3 

1/6616 

1952  ... 

20,120 

107 

1/188 

2 

1/10050 

1953 

20,830 

107 

1 /194 

2 

1/10415 

1954 

20.000 

123 

1 162 

5 

1 4000 

SUMMARY  OF  NON-PULMONARY  CASES  OF  T.B. 


LOCATION 

MAI.E 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Peripheral  Glands 

4 

6 

10 

Cervical  Glands 

5 

3 

8 

Hilum  Glands 

— 

2 

2 

Abdominal  Glands 

— 

1 

1 

Rib  

1 

— 

1 

Shoulder  Joint 

1 

1 

2 

Knee  Joint 

— 

1 

1 

Hip 

1 

— 

1 

Nasal  Septum  

— 

1 

1 

Foot — First  Metatarsal 

1 

— 

1 

Spine 

— 

1 

1 

Kidney 

— 

1 

1 

Meninges 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

13 

18 

31 
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Tubercular  Glands 

P'ollowing  a notification  oi  a case  of  tnhcrcnlai'  ccivical  glands 
routine  enquiries  into  the  case  indicated  that  the  patient  had  been 
ilrinking  raw  milk  produced  in  this  area. 

A special  sample  of  this  milk  was  taken  for  e.xamination  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and  a positive  report  was  received 

The  cow  keeper  concerned  was  immediately  interviewed  and 
notified  that  the  whole  of  his  milk  must  be  pasteurised  before  sale. 
He  was  assisted  in  finding  other  sources  of  supply  and  in  securing  the 
collection  of  his  milk  for  pasteurisation. 

The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  was  immediately  informed  and  he  inspected  the  herd  on 
the  same  day  and  isolated  one  suspected  cow  wTich  ultimately  gave  a 
positive  result,  and  the  cow  was  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order.  Tuberculosis  was  found  present  in  the  udder  and  the  carcase. 

As  the  milk  was  supplied  to  the  majority  of  householders  in  the 
village  concerned  a list  of  customers  was  obtained  with  a particular 
note  of  the  families  with  children  of  or  under  school  age.  This 
information  was  handed  to  the  County  School  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
who  carried  out  examinations  of  the  children  concerned. 


Comparison  with  Other  Diseases 

The  Registrar-General’s  figures  for  deaths  from  specific  diseases 
show  that  whereas  there  were  six  deaths  in  the  year  from  tuberculosis, 
there  were  : — 


37  deaths  from  heart  diseases. 


12  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis. 
23  deaths  from  cancer. 


14  deaths  from  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 
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SANITARY  SECTION 

SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

RAINFALL  RECORDS  FOR  1954 


1 

Month 

St. 

Athan 

M.G.W.B. 

Pwllwy 

Tair  Onen 
Nurseries 

Plasnewydd 

Pentremeyrick 

Llanharan 

January 

2.43 

3.44 

3.55 

3.31 

4.48 

F’ebruarv  

5.18 

5.52 

5.60 

5.56 

5.97 

March 

3.48 

4.70 

4.76 

4.73 

4.58 

April 

.95 

1.15 

1.32 

1.25 

1 .63 

i\lav 

1.94 

2.19 

2.08 

2.08 

2.63 

June 

3.32 

4.89 

5.02 

5.30 

6.03 

July 

3.34 

5.46 

5.42 

5.68 

6.92 

August 

3.34 

5.15 

6.01 

5.12 

5.66 

September 

6.25 

7.09 

8.38 

6.92 

7.63 

October 

4.72 

7.27 

7.24 

7.13 

8.56 

November 

6.73 

9.01 

9.55 

8.72 

10.76 

December 

3.80 

1 5.26 

5.20 

4.96 

5.22 

45.48 

1 

61.13 

1 

64.13 

1 60.76 

1 

70.07 

The  Rainfall  Readings  at  Plasnewydd  were  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  F.  E. 
P.  Dunn,  those  at  Pwlluw  by  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board,  and  the  readings 
at  Tair  Onen,  Mr.  M.  McNulty  of  the  Forestry  Commission. 


Rainfall  for  1954  (Llanharan  Station) 

Rainfall  for  1954  (St.  Athan  Station)  

Number  of  days  with  .01  ins.  or  more  (Llanharan) 
Number  of  days  with  .01  ins.  or  more  (St.  Athan) 
Average  rainfall  for  last  5 years  (Llanharan) 
Average  rainfall  for  last  5 years  (St.  Athan) 


70.07  inches 
45.48  inches 
225 
188 

57.9  inches 

41.9  inches 
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WATER 


Tin:  (listrihiilioii  of  water  in  this  Area  is  earried  oiil  by  tlie  INIiil- 
Glamorgan  Water  Jioard  wliicli  was  lonnctl  under  a Ivoeal  Aet  of  1921. 
The  supplies  of  the  Board  are  eonstant  and  interconnected  throughout 
the  Parishes  of  the  Rural  Area.  The  sources  of  supplies  are  protected 
springs  in  the  areas  of  adjoining  authorities,  with  the  exception  of  the 
spring  and  pumping  station  at  Trebettin,  Llansannor.  This  latter, 
tor  the  main  part,  supplies  the  centre  area.  The  majority  of  the  water 
supplied  IS  hard,  but  the  small  supplementary  supply  distributed  from 
Mynydd  y Gaer  to  the  two  northern  parishes  is  much  softer  in  character. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo  solvent  action. 


Observations 

(a)  Mains  Supplies 

At  Llanblethian  Village  and  Pembroke  Street,  Thomastown, 
where  the  mains  supplies  were  found  to  be  slightly  below  standard’ 
check  samples  taken  after  flushing  of  the  mains  were  reported  to  be 
satisfactory. 

(b)  Private  Supplies 

As  the  result  of  an  unsatisfactory  sample  at  Seymour  Avenue, 
Llanharan,  the  owner  was  requested  to  clean  out  the  small  reservoir’ 
and  this  proved  useful  in  obtaining  subsequent  satisfactory  samples. 

The  occupiers  of  the  houses  at  the  foot  of  Garth  Mountain, 
Llanharan,  have  been  warned  of  the  fact  that  their  private  supplies 
periodically  give  unsatisfactory  samples,  and  advised  to  boil  their  water 
before  using  it  for  domestic  purposes. 

The  rainwater  storage  tank  at  Llanmihangel  Cottages  was  cleansed 
and  the  pump  repaired  following  the  unsatisfactory  sample  of  Septem- 
ber. It  is  hoped  that  an  extension  of  mains  will  serve  these  two  houses 
in  the  near  future. 

(c)  Public  Wells  and  Springs 

Little  use  is  now  made  of  the  public  wells  in  the  centre  of  the  area. 
Notice  Boards  warning  users  to  boil  the  water  before  consumption  are 
posted  at  Llysworney  Well,  Stallingdown  Spring  and  the  Llanquian 
Road  Pump.  In  view  of  the  occasional  unsatisfactory  samples  from 
the  Penllyne  wells,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  supply  of  warning 
notice  boards  for  these  also. 

{d)  Special  Samples 

1 he  special  samples  at  Llanmaes  were  taken  during  in\estigations 
made  in  connection  with  the  occurrence  of  two  cases  of  paratyphoid 
fever. 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1954 


Estimated 

Births 

Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Population 

1954 

Number  Rate  per 
of  1,000 

Births  Population 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year 

Rate  per  Deaths 

1 ,000  under 

Live  Births  4 

Rate  per 
1,000 

jingland  and  Wales 

— 

— 

15.2 

— 

11.3 

— 

25.5 

— 

17.7 

Administrative  County 

737,800 

11,521 

15.62 

9,038 

12.25 

370 

32.12 

248 

21.53 

Urban  Districts 

534,600 

8,486 

15.87 

6,602 

12.35 

275 

32.41 

187 

22.04 

Rural  Districts 

Health  Division 

Constituent  Districts 

203,200 

3,035 

14.94 

2,436 

11.99 

95 

31.30 

61 

20.10 

Aberdare  and 

Mountain  Ash 

Aberdare  Urban 

40,630 

560 

13.78 

579 

14.25 

15 

26.79 

12 

21.43 

Mountain  Ash  Urban 

30,900 

471 

15.24 

397 

12.85 

10 

21.23 

5 

10.62 

Caerphilly  and 

Gelligaer 

Caerphilly  Urban 

36,900 

731 

19.81 

373 

10.11 

26 

35.57 

17 

23.26 

Gelligaer  Urban 

36,170 

644 

17.80 

437 

12.08 

29 

45.03 

17 

26.40 

Mid-Glamorgan 

Bridgend  Urban 

14,010 

245 

17.49 

155 

11.06 

3 

12.24 

2 

8,16 

Maesteg  Urban 

22,920 

369 

16.10 

300 

13.09 

19 

51.49 

13 

35.23 

Ogmore  and  Garw  Urban 

22,340 

302 

13.52 

272 

12.18 

14 

46.36 

11 

36.42 

Porthcawl  Urban 

9,860 

129 

13.08 

144 

14.60 

4 

31.01 

3 

23.26 

Penybont  Rural 

35,150 

554 

15.76 

499 

14.20 

25 

45.13 

13 

23.47 

Neath  and 

District 

Neath  M.B. 

31,530 

466 

14.78 

405 

12.84 

17 

36.48 

14 

30.04 

Neath  Rural 

41.230 

587 

14.24 

446 

10.82 

16 

27.26 

13 

22.15 

Pontypridd  and 
Llantrisant 

Llantrisant  Rural 

25,610 

446 

17.42 

269 

10.50 

14 

31.39 

6 

13.45 

Pontypridd  Urban  .... 

38,140 

618 

16.20 

543 

14.24 

22 

35.60 

17 

27.51 

Port  Talbot  and 
Glyncorrwg 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  .... 

9,550 

197 

20.63 

87 

9.11 

10 

50.76 

5 

25.38 

Port  Talbot  M.B 

45,850 

834 

18.19 

457 

9.97 

19 

22.78 

16 

19.18 

South-East 

Glamorgan 

Barry  M.B. 

41,450 

744 

17.95 

465 

11.22 

18 

24.19 

10 

13.44 

Cardiff  Rural 

37.300 

481 

12.90 

499 

13.38 

10 

20.79 

8 

16.63 

Cowbridge  M.B 

1,030 

14 

13.59 

7 

6.80 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowbridge  Rural  .... 

20,000 

336 

16.80 

137 

6.85 

5 

14.88 

2 

5.95 

Penarth  Urban 

18,870 

267 

14,15 

237 

12.56 

5 

18.73 

5 

18.73 

West  Glamorgan  .... 

Gower  Rural 

11,270 

172 

14.68 

156 

13.31 

7 

40.70 

4 

23.26 

Llwchwr  Urban 

25,720 

346 

13.45 

310 

12.05 

15 

43.35 

11 

31.79 

Pontardawe  Rural 

32,190 

459 

14.26 

430 

13.36 

18 

39.22 

15 

32.68 

Rhondda  .... 

Rhondda  Urban 

108,730 

1,549 

14.25 

1,434 

13.19 

49 

31.63 

29 

18.72 
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Chemical  Analysis  of  Water 


Address 

Source 

Date 

Result 

City  Inn, 
Llansannor. 

IM.tFW.B. 

1 

A hard  neutral  water. 
Analysis  shows  no  evidence 
ot  recent  organic  con- 
tamination. 

'I'ynycot’d  I'ann, 
Brynna 

Spring  Supply 

13  7;  54 

A fairly  soft  neutral  water 
containing  excessive 
amounts  of  iron  and  zinc. 
Of  good  organic  quality. 
Physical  characters  un- 
satisfactory owing  to  dis- 
coloration, turbidity  and 
sediment. 

Forestry  Houses, 

Smilog 

(Reservoir) 

Spring  Supply 

5 10/54 

A very  soft  acid  water  of 
doubtful  organic  purity. 

Forestry  Houses, 

Smilog 

(Housetap) 

Spring  Supply 

5/10/54 

A very  soft  acid  water  of 
fairly  good  organic  quality. 

Observations 

The  sample  taken  at  Llansannor  was  a routine  check  for  the  end  of 
the  village  mains  supply.  The  result  of  the  sample  taken  at  Brynna 
enabled  advice  to  be  given  the  householder  with  regard  to  flushing  and 
cleansing  of  the  private  supply. 

The  two  samples  taken  at  the  Forestry  Houses,  Smilog,  were  taken 
to  assist  the  Forestry  Commission  over  some  technical  difficulties 
experienced  in  the  materials  used  in  their  house  storage  and  supply 
services. 

Extension  of  Public  Water  Supplies 

Mains  water  is  still  urgently  required  at  the  following  groups  of 
houses.  These  cases  were  recommended  to  the  Mid-Glamorgan 
Water  Board  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944, 
but  have  not  yet  been  authorised. 

(a)  Llanharan  along  the  Pontyclun  road  to  Maes-y-Dcri. 

(h)  Velindre  to  Llanilid  Farm. 

(c)  Ystradowen  along  Pontyclun  Road  to  Llwynwytog. 

(d)  Ystradowen  along  Sandy  Lane  to  Bwlchgwyn. 

(e)  St.  Hilary  to  Stallingdown  including  houses  and  Cafe  on 
Stallingdown. 

(/)  Llanmihangel  Place  to  Llanmihangel  Cottages. 

(g)  Purlon  Road,  Llantwit  Major,  to  Morfa  Farm. 

(//)  Froglands  Cross  to  Parwg,  Boverton. 
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Swimming  Baths 

The  only  public  swimming  bath  in  the  area  is  the  one  operated  by 
the  Borough  Council  on  the  bed  of  the  River  Thaw  to  the  north  of 
Cowbridge.  These  baths  are  very  crude  in  construction  and  use  is 
made  of  the  untreated  river  water  which  constantly  flows  through 
the  bath. 

No  organised  bathing  was  carried  out  here  during  1954. 

'rhere  are  five  privately  owned  baths  in  the  area.  These  were 
not  inspected  during  1954  and  not  open  to  the  general  public. 

HOUSING 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  placed  an  obligation 
upon  local  authorities  to  submit  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  before  the  30th  August,  1955,  an  estimated  number  of  unfit 
houses  in  the  area  and  the  time  required  to  deal  with  these 
unfit  dwellings. 

The  Act  also  makes  certain  amendments  to  the  conditions  attached 
to  the  payment  of  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 
Under  the  1949  Act  a dwelling  had  to  be  considered  to  provide  satisfac- 
tory accommodation  for  at  least  30  years,  but  under  the  new  Act  the 
period  is  reduced  to  not  less  than  15  years.  The  ceiling  of  ;£800  for 
improvements  or  conversion  has  been  removed  and  provision  is  made 
for  a maximum  grant  of  half  the  cost  of  the  work  per  dwelling  or  ;^400, 
whichever  is  the  smaller. 

The  new  Act  introduced  a standard  of  fitness  for  human  habitation 
which  replaces  the  previous  definition  of  defects  in  the  Housing  Act, 
1936.  Under  Section  9 of  the  new  Act  regard  shall  be  had  to  the 
condition  of  the  house  in  respect  of  the  following  matters  : — 

(a)  Repair.  (e)  Ventilation. 

(b)  Stability.  (/)  Water  Supply. 

(f)  Freedom  from  Damp.  (^)  Drainage  and  sanitary  inconvenience. 

{d)  Natural  Lighting.  (/?)  Facilities  for  Storage,  Preparation 

and  Cooking  of  Food  and  for  the 
Disposal  of  Waste  Water. 

The  purpose  of  this  Section  is  to  make  clear  what  are  the  relevant 
matters  (and  the  only  relevant  matters)  to  be  considered  in  deciding 
whether  a house  is  fit  or  not.  It  is  so  drafted  that  a decision  that  a 
house  is  unfit  may  be  based  either  upon  a major  condition  of  one  of  the 
matters  listed  above  or  upon  an  accumulation  of  smaller  defects  of 
two  or  more  of  them. 

The  new  standards  of  fitness  and  the  new  Building  Byelaws  made 
in  1953  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  are  together  considerably 
lower  than  the  standards  previously  decided  upon  by  the  Glamorgan 
Rural  Housing  Committee. 
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Although  the  new  standard  will  result  in  some  “second  thoughts” 
on  borderline  cases  tor  demolition,  houses  which  are  obviously  unfit  for 
human  occupation  will  still  not  escape  action. 

I'owards  the  end  of  the  year  a programme  was  prepared  for  a 
complete  revision  of  the  previous  Rural  Housing  Survey  and  the 
survey  of  all  outstanding  houses  to  be  completed  before  July,  1955. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  each  month  on  a section  of  the 
rural  area  giving  the  classification  of  the  houses  in  the  various  categories. 

Circular  letters  together  with  a pamphlet  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  are  sent  to  all  owners  of 
property  suitable  for  improvement  grants. 

A total  of  30  houses  were  demolished  or  closed  in  pursuance  of 
undertakings  given  under  the  Housing  Act  and  seven  new  properties 
were  dealt  with  by  individual  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders. 

The  schedule  attached  indicates  the  progress  made  in  dealing 
with  the  rehousing  of  occupiers  of  unfit  dwellings.  32  were  dealt  with 
during  1954  which  is  far  higher  than  dealt  with  in  any  previous  year. 
16  scheduled  unfit  houses  were  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  during  1955  this  number  will  be  considerably 
reduced. 

During  the  year  the  balance  of  the  hutments  at  Glamorgan  Terrace 
and  Railway  Terrace,  Brynna,  were  dealt  with  and  the  new  sites  at 
Ystradowen,  St.  Hilary,  and  Llansannor  enabled  the  occupants  of  the 
scheduled  unfit  dwellings  in  these  localities  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  attached  schedules  give  details  of  the  cases  rehoused,  con- 
demned houses  still  occupied  and  action  taken  generally  under  the 
Housing  Act  during  the  year. 


Demolition  and  Closing  Orders 
1.  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Nu  III  her  of 
Houses  Persons 
Displaced 


(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under  Section  1 1 
{h)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking 
given  by  the  owners  under  Section  1 1 and  still 
in  force 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (S.12) 

2.  Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  S.3  (1) 

(h)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing 
Orders  substituted  under  S.3  (2) 


14  40 

16  64 

Nil  Nil 

1 7 

Nil  Nil 
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3.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

Closing  Orders  made  under  S.lO(l)  Nil 

4.  'Fenants  of  condemned  houses  rehoused  during 

the  year  

5.  Houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  still  occupied 

at  31st  December,  1954 

6.  Houses  where  proposals  to  execute  works  were 

accepted  


Housing  Act,  1936  ; Section  11. 

Action  was  taken  for  individual  Demolition  or  Closing 
respect  of  the  following  houses  during  the  year 

1.  Church  Cottage,  St.  Mary  Church 

2.  The  Bungalow,  Llandough 

3.  Ash  Hall  Cottage,  Ystradowen 

4.  Fair  View,  Treoes 

5.  Rectory  Cottage,  St.  Athan 

6.  Poplar  Fach,  Treoes 

7.  Bungalow,  Hill  Head,  Llantwit  Major 


Orders  in 


Coal  Mining  (Subsidence)  Act,  1950. 

Many  houses  in  the  village  of  Llanharan  show  evidence  of  sub- 
sidence and  the  National  Coal  Board  employs  a staff  of  building  trades- 
men who  are  constantly  engaged  upon  renewing  ceilings,  adjusting 

doors  otc  • 

Several  cases  were  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the  Coal  Board  duiing 

the  year  and  the  Estates  Officer  has  proved  to  be  very  co-operative. 

Under  the  above  Act  the  Coal  Board  have  power  to  give  notice  to 
the  effect  that  major  repairs  to  properties  will  not  be  carried  out  until 
subsidence  has  ceased.  They  do,  however,  undertake  minor  repairs 
as  stated  above. 


Occupation  of  Military  Camps 

(a)  Boverton  Close  , i 

Thirteen  huts  on  this  site  were  occupied  at  the  end  of  December, 
1954  During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  a request  from  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  the  Cou^il  agreed  to 
close  and  demolish  all  huts  as  they  became  vacant.  The  ^linjstrv 
promised  to  give  a special  allocation  for  rehousing  occupants  of  these 

huts. 

(h)  Castleton  Camp,  St.  Athan  , , 

During  the  year  the  remaining  five  tamilies  were  rehoused  fro 

this  site  and  all  the  hutments  were  demolished  by  the  Council. 


(c)  Llandow  Sites  ...  i „r 

Forty-three  families  were  housed  on  this  site  at  the  eiu 
December,  1954.  d’he  Council  ilecided  in  the  case  of  St.  Donats  aiu 
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These  figures  exclude  Council  hutments. 


llighticltl  Close  that  as  aiul  wlien  tlic  huts  became  vacant  they  would  he 
demolished.  Here  again  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  (jovern- 
inent  asked  the  Council  to  take  steps  to  discontinue  the  use  of  these 
hutments. 

(d)  M.vrckoss  Close 

Seven  families  were  in  occupation  of  these  huts  at  the  eml  of  the 
year.  The  huts  on  this  site  were  also  being  demolished  or  remained 
\'acant  when  the  tenants  were  rehoused. 

General  Conditions  of  Occupied  Camps 

Many  complaints  of  dampness  and  condensation  were  received 
from  occupants  during  the  year  and  the  attention  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee was  drawn  to  many  special  cases  deserving  early  rehousing. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Refuse  Collection 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Collections  are  made  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
area  with  the  exception  of  individual  isolated  farm  houses. 

A weekly  kerbside  collection  is  made  at  St.  Athan,  Gileston, 
Boverton,  Llantwit  Major,  St.  Donats,  Marcross,  Monknash,  Llandow, 
Llysworney,  Nash,  Colwinstone,  Sigginstone,  Llanmaes,  Eglwysbrewis, 
Flemingstone,  St.  Mary  Church,  Llandough,  St.  Hilary,  Llanblethian, 
Penllyne,  St.  Mary  Hill,  Llangan,  Treoes,  Llansannor,  Aberthin, 
Penylan,  Trerhyngell,  Newton,  Maendy,  Ystradowen,  Llanilid  and 
Pantgwyn  Housing  Site,  Llanharry. 

Twice  weekly  kerbside  collections  are  made  in  the  mining  areas  at 
Llanharry  (except  Pantgwyn),  Llanharan,  Brynna,  Bryncae,  Ynysmardy 
and  Pembroke  Terrace. 

At  the  Royal  Air  Force  Station,  St.  Athan,  daily  collections  are 
made  from  all  Cookhouses  and  Messes.  The  remainder  of  the  Camp 
has  various  collections  as  the  type  of  premises  demands. 

I^landow  Royal  Air  Force  Station  has  a weekly  collection  of  house 
refuse. 

A weekly  collection  is  also  made  at  Cowbridge  Town.  The 
Borough  Council  pay  the  whole  of  the  cost  of  this  service. 

Provision  of  Refuse  Bins 

The  Council’s  refuse  bin  scheme  has  proceeded  during  the  year 
with  the  issue  of  refuse  bins  to  all  new  Council  houses.  The  villages 
of  Llantwit  Major  and  Boverton  in  the  southern  part  of  the  area  were 
surveyed  and  circulars  forwarded  to  occupiers  not  possessing  properly 
constructed  refuse  bins.  A good  response  was  received  to  these  circulars 
and  many  bins  were  purchased  and  hired. 

'Phe  Council  hire  refuse  bins  for  SI-  per  annum  and  375  bins  w’cre 
on  hire  at  the  end  of  the  year.  'Phese  are  principally  at  Llanharan  and 
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Brynna  with  several  at  Ivlantwit  Major  and  Boverton.  In  addition,  the 
Council  sell  refuse  bins  to  householders  at  a reduced  rate. 

'The  position  of  the  scheme  at  the  end  of  December,  1954,  is  as 


follows  : — 

Council  Houses  provided  with  bins  1,240 

Bins  on  hire  (at  Llanharan,  Brynna,  Llantwit  Major  and 

Boverton)  375 

Bins  purchased  from  the  Council  302 


1,917 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Airey  type  Council  houses  were 
provided  with  bins  by  the  Contractor  engaged  in  the  erection  of  the 
houses  and  many  householders  made  their  own  arrangements. 


Vehicles  and  Staff 

'Bhe  cleansing  staff  consists  of  : — 

(1)  Loaders/Drivers  3 

(2)  Loaders  7 

(3)  Tip  Men  1 

'Fhe  cleansing  vehicles  are  : — 

Description  of  Vehicle  Year  of  Manufacture 

(1)  One  10  cube  yard  “Chelsea”  S.  and  D.  Freighter  1949 

(2)  One  interchangeable  10  cube  yard  “Chelsea”  Freighter 

Cesspool  Emptier  1949 

(3)  One  10  cube  yard  “Chelsea”  S.  and  D.  Freighter  1950 

(4)  One  1,100  gallon  S.  and  D.  Cesspool  Emptier  1951 


Refuse  Disposal 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected  within  the  area  (including  the 
Royal  Air  Force  Stations  at  Llandow  and  St.  Athan  and  the  Borough  of 
Cowbridge)  is  disposed  of  at  the  following  refuse  disposal  sites  : — 

{a)  Llanharry  Road,  Llanharan.  The  Council  own  13.1  acres 
at  Llanharry  Road,  Llanharan.  The  site  is  conveniently  placed  for 
easy  access  to  Llanharan,  Brynna  and  Llanharry  together  with  some  of 
the  villages  north  of  Cowbridge. 

{b)  Llanmihangel.  This  site  was  leased  in  1941  for  a period  of 
21  years  and  is  used  for  refuse  collected  south  of  Cowbridge  Town 
including  the  Royal  Air  Force  Stations  and  Cowbridge  Borough. 

This  site  is  rapidly  filling  and  within  a short  period  new  tipping 
ground  will  be  required.  A survey  in  this  part  of  the  area  suggests  that 
some  difhculty  will  be  e.xperienced  in  providing  suitable  ground  for 
this  purpose. 
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riic  amount  ot  refuse  eollected  in  the  area  during  1954  eompared 
with  the  previous  year  is  as  follows  : — 


1954  1953 

Lorry  No.  1 9481  Loads  938  Loads 

Lorry  No.  2 474  ,,  459  ,, 

Lorry  No.  3 837  „ 828  „ 


2,2591  „ 2,225 


Cesspool  Emptying 

The  District  Council  undertake  cesspool  emptying  by  direct 
labour.  A modern  1,100  gallon  vacuum  operated  cesspool  emptier  is 
used  for  this  purpose. 

This  service  is  available  to  all  householders  in  the  area  four  times  a 
year  without  charge.  Additional  cleansings  are  charged  at  the  rate  of 
£1  10s.  Od.  for  domestic  cesspools.  Larger  cesspools  serving  factories, 
etc.,  are  charged  on  an  hourly  basis  for  all  work  exceeding  the  free 
services. 

In  addition,  the  Council  undertake  cesspool  emptying  for  isolated 
houses  at  St.  Athan  and  Llandow  R.A.F.  Stations  four  times  a year 
without  charge. 

The  cesspool  emptier  is  available  for  hire  to  the  Cow'bridge 
Borough  Council  and  other  neighbouring  authorities  who  pay  the 
whole  cost  of  the  work  involved. 

The  new  Rural  Housing  Sites  recently  constructed  with  cesspool 
drainage  require  regular  emptying  but  the  cesspool  at  Ynysmardy  has 
now  been  discontinued  with  the  introduction  of  a new  sewage  disposal 
works.  In  addition,  it  is  hoped  that  early  in  1955  the  cesspools  serving 
Llanblethian  and  Aberthin  Council  Houses  will  be  connected  to  the 
public  sewer. 

A table  indicating  the  considerable  increase  in  this  work  since  the 
scheme  was  commenced  in  1949  is  set  out  below. 


Cesspool  emptying  1949 

204 

1950 

405 

1951 

577 

1952 

830 

1953 

1,308 

1954 

1,882 

The  income  from  Cesspool  Emptying  (in 
amounted  to  /^343  19s.  4d. 

excess  of  free  services) 
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Scavenging  of  Streets  and  Highways 

'The  Glamorgan  County  Council  carry  out  the  scavenging  of 
streets  and  highways  in  all  cases  where  highways  have  been  taken  over 
by  them.  The  District  Council  employ  a part-time  labourer  for  the 
cleansing  of  streets  on  Sundays  at  Llantwit  Major  and  also  undertake 
the  cleansing  of  roads  on  housing  sites  not  taken  over  by  the  County 
Council. 


Street  Litter  Bins 

'The  District  Council  purchased  a supply  of  street  litter  bins  and 
these  have  been  provided  in  the  more  populated  parts  of  the  area. 
In  addition,  litter  bins  have  been  provided  for  use  at  the  Llantwit 
Major  Beach. 

Unfortunately,  many  of  the  litter  bins  attached  to  telegraph  and 
electric  light  poles  in  the  northern  part  of  the  area  have  been  severely 
damaged  and  in  some  cases  had  to  be  removed. 


Public  Conveniences 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  at  the  main  villages  and 
townships  in  the  area. 

All  the  conveniences  are  maintained  by  part-time  caretakers  with 
the  exception  of  the  one  at  Llantwit  Major  Beach.  Here  a female 
caretaker  is  employed  at  weekends  and  two  half  days  during  the  weeks 
between  Easter  and  Whitsun  and  full  time  for  the  remainder  of  the 
summer  commencing  at  Whitsun. 

The  caretakers  and  conveniences  are  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

During  the  year  the  Council  received  approval  to  the  construction 
of  new  public  conveniences  at  Llanharan. 

Further  discussions  took  place  with  regard  to  the  proposal  to 
provide  a bus  shelter  at  Llantwit  Major  incorporating  a public 
convenience  but  no  definite  arrangements  were  made  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


A new  small  sanitary  convenience  is  required  at  Llanharry  Village 
which  is  now  considerably  enlarged  as  a result  of  Council  development. 

Details  of  the  convenienees  provided  by  the  Rural  District  Council 
are  as  follo\\s  : — 
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St.  Atlian  W.C’s  tor  Males  and  Females  and  Male  Urinal. 

Ldantwit  Major  d'own  W.C’s  for  Males  and  Females  and  Male  Uriiral. 
Idantwit  Major  Iteaeli  W'.C’s  lor  Males  aiul  Females  aiul  Male  Urinal. 

Llanharry  Urinal  only. 

Llanharan  Urinal  only. 

Brynna  Urinal  only. 

Cleansing  of  ’Bus  Shelters 

Further  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  of  the  13  ’bus 
shelters  provided  in  the  area  and  many  of  the  owners  have  taken  steps 
to  cleanse  these  shelters  at  regular  intervals. 

Camping  Sites 

{(i)  Licences  for  Land 

Six  Camping  Sites  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  area  were 
licenced  during  the  summer  months  of  the  year.  These  were  : — 


Site  Termination 

1.  Land  at  Colhugh  Meadow,  Llantwit  Major  30th  Sept.,  1954 

2.  Land  at  Lower  House  Farm,  Llantwit  Major  30th  Sept.,  1954 

3.  Land  near  Lighthouse,  Marcross  31st  Oct.,  1954 

4.  Land  at  Millands  Farm,  Llanmaes  31st  Dec.,  1954 

5.  Land  at  Dimlands  Guest  House,  Llantwit  Major  31st  Oct.,  1954 

6.  Flush  House  Field,  Llantwit  Major  30th  Sept.,  1954 


The  Council  have  laid  down  a code  of  conditions  that  are  to  be 
observed  in  the  operation  of  camping  sites  in  the  Rural  Area.  There 
has  been  a gradual  but  marked  improvement  in  the  appearance  and 
sanitary  conditions  at  the  sites,  and  they  are  now  generally  tidy  and 
well  cared  for. 

Representations  made  to  the  Camp  Operators  at  Marcross  Beach 
have  resulted  in  repair  of  the  vehicles  concerned. 

The  main  conditions  imposed  with  the  licences  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  classes  of  dwellings  permitted  on  the  site  to  be  limited  to  tents 
or  mobile  caravans  and  for  the  purpose  of  a licence  the  expression 
“mobile  caravans”  means  trailer  caravans  specially  designed  and 
constructed  for  towing  by  private  cars.  The  use  of  improvised 
vehicles  is  expressly  prohibited. 

2.  That  a distance  of  fifteen  feet  between  tents  or  caravans  and  a 
minimum  distance  of  forty  feet  between  rows  of  tents  or  caravans  be 
maintained.  No  caravans  or  tents  to  be  closer  than  twenty  feet 
to  the  boundary  of  the  site,  and  the  density  not  to  exceed  twenty-five 
caravans  to  the  acre. 
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3.  A siifiicient  supply  of  wholesome  water  for  the  use  of  the  occupants 
of  every  hut  or  caravan  to  be  provided  at  a maximum  distance  from 
any  caravan  not  exccedinj;  one  hundred  yaials. 

4.  Each  caravan  to  be  provided  with  an  approved  sanitary  convenience 
to  be  maintained  at  all  times  in  a sanitary  condition.  Closets  for 
tents  to  be  provided  in  the  ratio  of  one  for  each  sex  to  each  ten  tents. 
Liquid  sewage  matter  must  not  be  discharged  into  the  ground. 

5.  Waste  water  gullies  to  be  provided  at  convenient  points  on  the  site- 
and  so  arranged  that  the  maximum  distance  from  any  caravan  or 
tent  is  not  in  excess  of  one  hundred  yards. 

6.  Adequate  ablution  arrangements  to  be  made  adjoining  the  sanitary 
conveniences  and  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  w^aste  water  to  be 
made  in  accordance  with  the  specific  requirements  of  the  Council. 

7.  Where  the  conservancy  system  of  closets  is  employed,  the  contents 
are  to  be  collected  by  the  site  operator  in  a sanitary  manner,  and 
disposed  of  by  burying  in  the  ground,  in  lime,  at  least  two  hundred 
yards  from  the  camping  site  and  fifty  yards  from  any  water  course. 

8.  Each  caravan  or  tent  to  be  provided  with  an  approved  pattern 
dust  bin  for  refuse,  and  these  are  to  be  placed  in  a convenient 
position  by  the  operator  for  emptying  by  the  Council’s  lorry  each 
week. 

9.  Holes  not  to  be  made  on  the  camping  site  for  any  purpose  what- 
soever without  prior  consent  from  the  Council. 

10.  Notice  to  be  given  immediately  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at 
the  District  Council  Offices,  of  any  case  or  suspected  case  of 
infectious  disease,  and  the  owner  of  the  site  and  the  occupier  of 
the  moveable  dwellings  to  comply  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  necessary  to  secure  the  isolation  and 
treatment  of  the  patient  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

11.  Paraffin  or  Petrol  should  not  be  stored  or  kept  inside  the  caravan. 
Calor  Gas  or  similar  pressurised  gas  fuel  containers  should  not  be 
kept  inside  vans  unless  specially  ventilated  compartments  are 
provided.  Rubber  connecting  tubing  for  gas  should  not  be  used 
inside  vans. 

Heating — Where  vans  are  being  used  as  permanent  or  prolonged 
dwellings  the  location  and  fitting  of  solid  fuel  stoves  should  be 
subject  to  inspection  and  approval. 

Adequate  fire-fighting  appliances  to  be  maintained  by  the  site 
operator  in  accessible  positions,  to  the  approval  of  the  Council. 
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12.  I'liat  plans  of  any  semi-pormanent  erections  proposed  be  submitted 
to  the  (\>uncil  for  consitleration  umler  the  Cowbridge  Rural 
District  Ihulding  byc-l,a\vs. 

13.  That  the  licence  be  granted  for  a limited  period  trom  1st  May,  1953. 
{!))  Licknces  for  Dwellings 

Individual  licences  were  granted  for  the  following  caravan  dwellings 
with  fixed  expiry  or  renewal  dates  : — 

1.  Near  Bryncae  Farm,  Ldanharan  (John). 

2.  The  Verlands,  West  Street,  Llantwit  Major  (Evans). 

3.  By-Pass  Field,  near  Bridge,  St.  Athan  (Coleman). 

4.  Bridge  Field,  By-Pass  Road,  St.  Athan  (Clear). 

5.  Near  Moor  Mill,  Treoes  (David). 

6.  Court  Farm,  Flemingstone  (Dalton). 

7.  Field  at  Llanmaes  Road,  Llantwit  Major  (Walton). 

8.  Near  Windmill  Cottage,  Llantwit  Major  (Flanders). 

9.  Poplars  Field,  Cowbridge  (Poole). 

10.  Llanmaes  Road,  Llantwit  Major  (Barber). 

11.  Junction  of  Wick  Road  and  West  Street,  Llantwit  Major  (Jenkins) 

12.  Near  Command  Engineer’s  Stores,  Tylagarw  (Richards). 

13.  Orchard  Lodge,  Boverton  (Evans). 

14.  Near  Fairways,  The  Leys,  St.  Athan  (Thorpe). 

15.  Near  Ocean  House,  The  Leys,  St.  Athan  (Spillane). 

16.  Near  Woodlands,  Penllyne  (Palling). 

17.  West  Orchard,  St.  Athan  (Smith). 

Cinemas 

One  cinema  only  is  licenced  by  the  Council.  I’his  is  the  Strand 
Cinema,  Llantwit  Major,  which  is  of  modern  design  and  constructed  of 
permanent  materials. 

Periodical  inspections  are  made  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
draw  the  licencee’s  attention  to  any  infringement  of  the  Cinematograph 
-Act  or  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Llanharan  Cinema  now  uses  non-inHammable  films  and  does 
not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  The  building  is  principally  of 
temporary  materials  and  generally  below  the  standard  desired. 

Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations,  1938 

No  further  information  has  been  forthcoming  of  the  possibility  of 
the  Llandow  Royal  Air  Force  Station  being  used  for  the  reception  of 
civilian  traffic. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement 

The  atmosphere  throughout  the  district  is  reasonably  clear.  In  the 
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southern  portion  of  the  area  the  prevailing  west  wind  blows  in  from  the 
sea.  There  is  an  absence  of  large  dost  or  smoke  producing  factories  but 
observations  are  kept  in  the  area  around  the  Aberthaw  Cement  Works 
and  in  the  northern  coal  mining  portion  of  the  area  as  the  occasion 
demands. 

{(l)  ABF.RTtlAW  CkMUNT  WoRKS 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  with  regard  to  dust 
arising  at  these  works  which  are  sited  near  the  boundary  of  this  area 
but  are  within  the  district  of  the  Cardiff  Rural  District  Council. 

{b)  CoKDELY  By-Product  Works 

A complaint  made  by  the  Llantrisant  and  Llantwit  Fardre  R.D.C. 
with  regard  to  a smoke  nuisance  at  these  works  was  referred  to  the 
Inspector  of  Alkali  etc.  Works  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  He  made  a detailed  investigation  into  the  matter  and 
in  his  report  stated  that  no  method  of  reducing  emissions  from  the 
charging  operations  by  cake  charged  coke  ovens  had  yet  been  devised 
but  he  had  recently  discussed  with  the  Manager  possible  lines  of 
approach  to  the  problem.  He  would  not  give  hope  of  early  success 
but  the  matter  was  receiving  attention. 


(c)  Bronze  Smelters  Ltd.,  Tylagarw 

A complaint  was  received  from  the  Llantrisant  and  Llantwit  Fardre 
R.D.C.  of  dust  from  the  Aluminium  and  Bronze  Smelting  Works  at 
Tylagarw. 

The  Manager  was  interviewed  and  investigations  showed  that  the 
black  smoke  was  due  to  smelting  oiled  aluminium  turnings  and  scrap 
aero  engines.  The  Manager  undertook  to  discontinue  the  smelting 
of  the  oiled  turnings  and  reduce  smelting  of  aero  engines  to  a minimum. 

Further  enquiries  and  investigations  into  these  works  were  being 
made  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Factories  Act,  1937 

d'wo  Informal  Notices  were  served  for  the  repair  and  cleansing  of 
sanitary  accommodation  provided  for  employees,  and  three  for  in- 
sufficient closets. 
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(fl)  Inspkci  ion  oi-  Factories  : 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1 , 2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  the  Council 

7 

15 

5 

Factories  not  included  in  above  in  which 
S.7  only  is  enforced  by  the  Council 

33 

49 

— 

Total 

40 

64 

5 

(b)  Cases  where  Defects  were  Found  : 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  by 
FI.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 





Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

• 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 



— 



Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  S.6 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  : 

{a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

■ 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  Defective  .... 

2 

1 

— 

(r)  Not  separate  for  Sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  Offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

— 

■ 

— 

1 Total 

5 

4 

— 

Outworkers 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  numbers  of  outworkers  known  to 
be  engaged  in  employment  at  their  home  addresses  for  factories  which 
are  situated  outside  this  Area. 


Nature  of  Work  No.  of  Workers  Sex  Proceedings  Taken 

Glove  Making  3 Female  Nil 


Eradication  of  Domestic  Pests 

{a)  Fleas 

Three  premises  were  treated  with  insecticide  spray  and  powder 
during  the  year.  One  of  these  was  a summer  hostel  in  the  coastal  area 
where  young  persons  are  housed  for  weekly  holiday  periods. 

.Ml  the  treatments  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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(h)  COCKKOACMES 

Complaints  made  by  householders  are  investigated  and  dealt  with 
aceording  to  the  special  circumstances.  Insecticide  powders  are  used 
mainly  and  are  found  to  be  quite  effective.  Twenty-one  premises  were 
treated  during  the  year. 

(f)  Ants 

Supplies  of  specially  made-up  ant  bait  traps  were  made  available 
to  persons  complaining  of  infestations  in  their  houses.  In  all  cases 
subsequent  inspections  showed  that  the  treatments  were  successful. 

(d)  Bed  Bugs 

Eight  premises  were  treated  for  bug  infestations  during  the  year. 
Particular  attention  is  needed  in  the  prefabricated  blocks  of  houses  as 
the  spread  seems  to  be  easier  in  this  type  of  building. 

Rodent  Control 

One  rodent  operative  is  employed  for  visiting,  inspecting  and 
treating  infestations  where  found.  House-to-house  enquiries  are  made 
and  inspections  followed  up  by  baiting  according  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture’s  methods.  The  anti-coagulent  compounds  have  proved 
very  successful  both  as  feeding  baits  when  mixed  with  oatmeal  and 
pigmeal,  and  as  tracking  dusts  where  the  alternative  sources  of  food 
make  ordinary  bait  laying  abhortive. 

(a)  Surface  Infestations 

Details  of  the  inspections  made  and  treatments  carried  out  are 
given  in  the  attached  table. 

(b)  Sewer  Treatments. 

Regular  sewer  treatments  and  test  baiting  are  carried  out  according 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  recommendations.  The 
older  sewers  are  prebaited  and  poison  baited  where  necessary,  and  the 
newer  (less  infested)  sewers  are  test  baited  as  a control  measure.  Details 
of  the  treatments  are  summarised  below  : — 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


SUMMARY  OF  RODENT  CONTROL  WORK,  1954 


No.  of 
Properties 

Inspection 

Infestations 

found 

1 Treatment 
carried  out 

Local  Authority  

3 

15 

3 

5 

Private  Dwellings 

3,777 

1,449 

107 

185 

Business  Premises 

150 

252 

32 

44 

Agricultural 

333 

107 

7 

Nil 

Total 

4,263 

1,823 

149 

234 
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SEWER  RODENT  CONTROL 


Details  of  Treatments  of  Sewers  for  Rats  during  the  Year  ending 

31st  December,  1954 


Sewerage  Sclieme 

Manholes  in 
System 

Manholes  showing  prebait  take 
in  May,  1954 

St.  Athan 

103 

* 

Llanharrv 

42 

* 

Boverton  . . 

49 

# 

Llantwit  Major  . 

104 

* 

Llanharan 

108 

16 

Brvnna 

44 

9 

Totals 

450 

25 

*The  sewers  at  St.  Athan,  Llanharry,  Boterton  and  Llantwit  Major  would 
normally  ha\  e fallen  due  for  test  baiting  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 

1954.  However,  due  to  the  excessive  amounts  of  rainfall  which  continued 
over  these  three  months,  it  was  not  possible  to  lay  satisfactory  manhole 
baits.  It  is  hoped  to  carry  out  this  postponed  test  baiting  early  in  the  year 

1955,  together  with  the  second  treatment  due  for  the  Llanharan  and 
Irynna  sewers. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(rt)  COWBRIDGE  .\ND  LlANBLETHIAN  JoINT  SeWERAGE  SCHEME 
Work  on  the  above  joint  scheme  was  commenced  in  1953  and  was 
still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year.  No  connections  had  been  made 
to  the  sewer  during  the  year  but  it  is  hoped  that  works  would  be 
completed  during  1955. 

(b)  Extension  of  Llanharry  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Work  has  commenced  on  the  enlargement  of  the  above  works  at  a 
cost  of  17,557  to  deal  with  the  considerable  housing  development  in 
the  village. 

(c)  Ynysmardy  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

A new  sewage  disposal  plant  was  constructed  and  put  into  operation 
during  the  year  to  serve  the  new  Council  Estate  which  had  previously 
been  drained  to  a temporary  cesspool  and  also  a number  of  privately 
owned  houses  which  were  originally  drained  to  an  inadequate  and 
unsatisfactory  disposal  plant.  Use  of  this  latter  plant  has  now  been 
discontinued. 

{d)  Council  Housing  Sites 

The  Council  decided  to  construct  a new  sewage  disposal  plant  to 
serve  the  Council  houses  at  Treoes. 

Small  sewage  disposal  plants  are  already  in  operation  for  the 
Council  houses  at  Marcross  and  Ystradowen. 

(e)  St.  Athan  and  Gileston  No.  3 Scheme  (Sea  Outfall  and 
Sewerage  Works  at  Gileston  Village) 

Eurther  consideration  was  given  to  this  scheme  during  the  year  but 
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some  delay  was  anticipated  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  British  Electricity 
Authority  had  in  mind  the  erection  of  a large  generating  station  at 
The  Leys  which  would  probably  necessitate  the  alteration  of  the  lines 
of  the  outfall  sewer. 


Closet  Conversions,  1954 

riie  Council  increased  their  uniform  grant  towards  the  cost  of 
closet  conversion  from  £9  6s.  Od.  to  £12.  Os.  Od. 

Particulars  of  the  applications  made  during  the  year  are  set  out 
below  : — 


((/)  Applications  made  and  approved  1954  6 

(/))  Works  completed  satisfactorily  1954  5 


Drainage  Works  Carried  Out  during  1954 
Connections  to  Public  Sewers 


Scheme 

Houses 

Business  Premises 

Total 

Tylagarw 

3 

— 

3 

Llanharry 

100 

1 

101 

Llanharan 

2 

— 

2 

Llantwit  Major 

25 

— 

25 

Boverton 

1 

— 

1 

St.  Athan 

10 

— 

10 

Ystradowen  Housing  Site 

11 

— 

11 

Brynna 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

152 

2 

154 

(«)  Provision  of  new  drainage  work  and/or  cesspool  to  existing 

houses  24 

(d)  Inspection  ol  drainage,  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  1 ,247 
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Schedule  showing  Mode  of  Drainage  Disposal  of  Houses  in  Area 
AS  AT  31st  December,  1954. 


Drainage 

Total 

Houses 

To  Sewer 

To  Cesspool 

Unsatisfactory 
or  no  Drainage 

3,777 

2,416 

780 

581 

100% 

63.9% 

20.7% 

15.4% 

Closet  Accommodation 

(a)  Number  of  earth  closets  converted  to  water  carriage  system  ..  20 

{h)  Number  of  water  closets  provided  to  new  dwellings  ..  ..  IS.I 


Schedule  Showing  Types  of  Closets  in  Area  as  at  31st  December,  1954 


Water  Closets 

Earth  Closets,  Vaults,  etc. 

Total 

2,997 

780 

3,777 

79.3% 

20.7% 

100% 

Llanharry  Sanitary  Survey 

A sanitary  survey  was  carried  out  in  Llanharry  during  the  year  to 
ascertain  those  houses  without  water  closets  or  not  connected  to  the 
Council’s  public  sewer.  The  information  obtained  from  the  survey  is 
as  follows  : — 


Drainage 

(a)  Houses  drained  to  public  sewer  458 

(b)  Houses  drained  to  cesspools  6 

(c)  Houses  without  drainage  or  having  unsatisfactory  drainage  1 

Totai 465 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Houses  with  water  closets  463 

(b)  Houses  with  pail  or  vault  closets  2 

Total  465 
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'I'hc  house  shown  as  having  no  drainage  also  has  a vault  closet. 
'The  dwelling  is  placed  in  Category  5 (Demolition  I’roccdiirc)  under  the 
Mousing  Survey. 

The  remaining  house  which  has  a pail  closet  is  provided  with  slop 
water  drainage  to  cesspool.  'I’his  latter  property  is  more  than  100  feet 
from  the  sewer. 

It  might  be  well  for  the  Council  to  consider  in  due  course  the 
question  of  implementing  Section  42  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  by 
connecting  houses  within  100  feet  of  the  sewer  and  having  satisfetory 
cesspool  drainage  to  the  sewer.  This  would  have  a saving  on  the 
cesspool  emptying  service. 

St.  Athan  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Conveniences  Survey,  1954 

A sanitary  survey  has  been  carried  out  during  1954  at  properties 
adjacent  to  the  St.  Athan  sewer  with  particular  reference  to  those 
houses  not  connected  to  the  public  sewer  and  without  water  closets. 
A summary  of  the  conditions  found  as  the  result  of  the  survey  is 
given  below  ; — 


Total  number  of  properties  surveyed  230 

Drainage 

(a)  Houses  drained  to  public  sewer  198 

(h)  Houses  drained  to  cesspools  17 

(c)  Houses  without  drainage  or  having  unsatisfactory  drainage 15 


Total 230 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Houses  with  water  closets  213 

(d)  Houses  with  pail  or  vault  closets  17 


Tot  A 1 230 


Of  the  15  houses  in  the  area  having  unsatisfactory  or  no  drainage 
three  fall  into  the  lowest  category  of  grading  under  the  Rural  Housing 
Survey. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Educational  Activities 

It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  arrange  any  lectures  on  food 
hygiene  in  view  of  the  scattered  nature  of  the  distric.t  The  educational 
activities  of  the  Council  have  been  limited  to  calls  and  talks  with  in- 
dividual traders  in  their  own  premises.  This  method  of  educating 
traders  is  the  only  possible  one  in  a district  of  this  type. 
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Clean  Food  Campaign 

'I'hc  Council  luivc  adoptcil  Motlcl  Byelaws  idr  securing  observance 
of  sanitary  eoiulitions  in  eonneetion  witli  the  haiulling,  wrapping  and 
delivery  of  food  and  with  very  few  exceptions  all  food  shops  in  the  rural 
area  complied  fully  with  Section  13  of  the  hood  and  Drugs  Act,  193S. 

Licensed  Premises 

The  following  further  works  were  carried  out  in  licensed  premises 
in  the  area  as  the  result  of  informal  action  in  1954  : — 

Cross  Inn,  Llanblethian  : New  sink  and  cold  water  supply. 

Eacle  Hotel,  Brynna  : Hot  and  cold  water  provided  to  sink  in 
bar;  flushing  arrangements  to  urinal. 

Fox  AND  Hounds,  Velindre  : Major  reconditioning  carried  out 
including  new  sanitary  convenience  provided  for  gentlemen. 

Plough  and  Harrow,  Monknash  : New  sink  with  hot  and  cold 
water  provided.  Sanitary  convenience  labelled. 

Three  Horse  Shoes,  St.  Athan  : Complete  modernisation  carried 
out  including  new  sanitary  conveniences,  etc. 

Blacksmith’s  Arms,  Llanmaes  : New  drainage  and  water  closets 
provided  for  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Small  sewage  disposal 
plant  installed. 

Fox  AND  Hounds,  Ll.ynharry  : Complete  modernisation  carried 
out. 

Mountain  Hare,  Brynna  : Major  reconditioning  carried  out 
including  provision  of  additional  sanitary  convenience. 

Victoria  Inn,  Sigginstone:  New  gentlemens’  toilet  constructed. 

Carne  Arms,  Llysworney  : New  ladies’  lavatory  provided. 

House  drainage  connected  to  cesspool. 

With  very  few  exceptions  all  licensed  premises  are  now  provided 
with  sinks  and  hot  and  cold  water  for  glass  washing  together  with 
modern  sanitary  conveniences. 

Manufacture  of  Sausages,  etc. 

Fifteen  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages, 
pressed  meats,  etc. 

Regular  inspections  are  made  at  the  premises  in  order  to  ensure 
that  the  Council’s  standards  and  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  are  maintained. 

Milk  Supply 

(u)  Bacteriological  F.xamination 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  Report  that  in  1954  there  was  a further 
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increase  in  the  number  of  dealers  and  supplementary  licences  granted 
by  the  Council  in  respect  of  designated  milks. 

It  is  felt  that  in  a very  short  time  the  Ministry  of  Food  will  specify 
the  area  as  one  in  which  only  specially  designated  milk  can  be  sold. 

The  tables  incidcate  that  only  two  of  the  47  samples  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  were  unsatisfactory.  One  of  the  samples 
was  of  Pasteurised  milk  where  it  was  found  that  the  milk  had  been 
inadequately  pasteurised.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council  as  the  Licensing  Authority  for  milk 
pasteurising  plants  and  further  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  other  sample  was  of  LIngraded  milk  and  the  result  was  forwarded 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  Officers  tor  their 
observations. 


{b)  Tubercle  Bacilli 

Twenty-seven  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  examination 
for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  These  samples  were  taken  on 
behalf  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 

Two  samples  gave  positive  results  and  in  each  case  the  cow  was 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  as  a result  of  further 
investigations  carried  out  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer.  One  of 
these  positive  cases  was  taken  as  a result  of  a special  sample  collected 
from  the  milk  supplier  to  a notified  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
The  second  sample  was  taken  during  routine  sampling  in  the  area. 

Further  details  will  be  found  under  the  heading  dealing  with 
infectious  disease. 


Milk  Licences  Granted  by  the  District  Council 


(a)  Dealers’  Licences  ; Pasteurised  18 

(h)  Dealers’  Licences  : Tuberculin  Tested  8 

(c)  Dealers’  Licences  : T.T.  (Pasteurised)  12 

{d)  Dealers’  Licences : Sterilised  Milk  4 

(e)  Supplementary  Licences  : Pasteurised  3 

(/)  Supplementary  Licences  : Tuberculin  Tested  2 

(g)  Supplementary  Licences  : T.T.  (Pasteurised)  1 

(/i)  Supplementary  Licences  : Sterilised  Nil 
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Licences  granted  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council 

(rt)  Tastcurising  Establishments  1 

AppUcalions  for  Cancellations 
Registration 

[a)  Distributors + Nil 

(/>)  Dairies  1 Nil 

Number  on  Register  at  Find  of  Year  : 

{a)  Distributors 23 

(h)  Dairies  ^2 


Milk  Samples 

{a)  Examination  fok  'ruBFKCi.E  Bacii.m 

Number  of  samples  giving  positive  results 
Number  of  samples  giving  negative  results 

(/))  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1946 
Pasteurised  Samples  : Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory  . . 

(f)  Tuberculin  Tested 

Samples  satisfactory,  Methylene  Blue  

Samples  unsatisfactory.  Methylene  Blue 

(d)  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 

Samples  satisfactory 
Samples  unsatisfactory 

(r)  Ungraded  Milk 

Samples  satisfactory  

Samples  unsatisfactory 

(/)  Tuberculin  Tested  Channel  Islands  Pasteurised 

Samples  satisfactory  

Samples  unsatisfactory 


2 

25 

—27 


20 

1 

—21 


6 


— 6 


10 

—10 

5 

1 

— 6 


4 

— 4 


Total  Milk  Samples  Taken  74 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Foods 

Until  July,  1954,  all  meat  condemned  in  butchers’  shops  had  to  be 
returned  through  trade  channels  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  centralised 
slaughterhouse  where  they  had  a contract  for  the  disposal  ol  unfit  loods. 
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Alter  the  de-control  ot  meat  in  July,  1954,  all  unsound  meat  at  the 
one  slaughterhouse  licenced  and  the  butchers’  shops  in  the  area  was 
disposed  of  to  a licenced  dealer  who  has  a digesting  plant  for  dealing 
with  such  foods. 

Small  supplies  of  individual  unfit  foods  are  surrendered  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  condemnation  and  are  disposed  of  by  burning  or 
burying  as  the  type  of  food  product  demands. 


Ice  Cream 

One  manufacturer  only  possesses  the  necessary  Heat  Treatment 
Plant  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  two  others  use  the  complete 
cold  mix  method  of  manufacture. 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  the  manufacturers’  premises  and 
samples  are  taken  periodically  throughout  the  year.  The  remaining 
retailers  purchase  ice  cream  from  recognised  registered  manufacturers 
in  other  areas. 

The  results  in  Categories  3 and  4 were  investigated  and  the  matter 
taken  up  with  the  Officers  of  the  area  in  which  the  ice  cream  was 
manufactured.  In  each  case  an  assurance  was  received  that  the  methods 
of  manufacture  were  entirely  satisfactory.  Further  repeat  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

The  Council  have  a standard  for  all  premises  manufacturing  and 
selling  ice  cream  and  inspections  are  made  before  registrations  are 
granted.  Routine  inspections  are  made  of  premises  but  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  take  any  official  action  under  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations,  1947. 


The  Results  of  Samples  of  Ice-Cream  durinc  1954 


Provisional  Grade 

Provisional  Classification 

No.  of  Samples 

Grade  1 

Satisfactory  

46 

Grade  2 

Fairly  Satisfactory 

0 

Grade  3 

Unsatisfactory 

6 

Grade  4 

Very  Unsatisfactory 

2 

Total  Samples 

57 
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COMTARISON  OF  AnAI.YSF.S  WITH  PKFVIOUS  Yf:AKS 


Provisional 

(hade 

Percentage  of  Samples  in 
Coicbridpe  Rural  Area 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1 

9.0 

25.0 

40.0 

55.8 

78.1 

79.4 

82.1 

80.7 

2 

4.5 

8.5 

10.0 

13.9 

2.4 

14.7 

12.8 

5.3 

-> 

^ 

45.5 

50.0 

35.0 

23.3 

7.3 

5.9 

2.5 

10.5 

4 

41.0 

16.5 

15.0 

7.0 

12.2 

2.5 

3.5 

Slaughtering  Arrangements 

In  November,  1953,  the  Government  issued  a White  Paper 
announcing  that  rationing,  allocation  and  price  control  of  meat  and 
bacon  would  end  in  the  summer  of  1954  and  in  January,  1954,  they 
issued  a White  Paper  recommending  that  in  the  period  before  moderate 
concentration  of  slaughtering  the  responsibility  for  ensuring  that  there 
was  sufficient  slaughtering  accommodation  in  each  district  should  be 
placed  on  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  considered  a comprehensive  report 
on  the  subject  prepared  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  together  with 
alternatives  for  this  district  which  were  as  follows  : — 

(fl)  That  use  be  made  of  the  public  slaughtering  accommodation  at 
(1)  Barry,  (2)  Bridgend. 

(b)  That  consideration  might  be  given  to  the  taking  over  by 
agreement  of  a suitable  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  rural 
district  and  carrying  out  the  necessary  improvements  and 
enlargement  to  make  it  reasonably  satisfactory  until  such 
time  as  a permanent  abattoir  was  erected  to  serve  the  area. 

These  proposals  were  submitted  to  a joint  meeting  between  the 
Cowbridge  Rural  and  Borough  Representatives  and  the  butchers  in  the 
two  areas,  and  they  decided  in  the  first  instance  to  inspect  Town  Mill 
Slaughterhouse,  Cowbridge,  with  a view  to  carrying  out  improvements 
to  enable  the  whole  of  the  slaughtering  in  the  area  to  be  carried  out  here. 
A draft  plan  was  prepared  and  the  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed  works 

amounted  to  ^(^1,800.  These  details  were  submitted  to  a further  joint 
meeting  when  the  butchers  present  were  asked  to  indicate  whether  or 
not  they  would  support  the  Council  if  they  took  over  and  improved  the 
slaughterhouse  concerned.  Six  butchers  only  indicated  that  they  would 
support  the  scheme  and  the  remaining  butchers  stated  they  were  not 
prepared  to  participate. 


43 


r 


Subsequently  three  applications  were  received  for  slaughterhouse 
licences  and  the  Council  in  considering  these  applications,  served  upon 
the  owners  concerned  a Notice  of  Adjournment  in  order  that  the 
necessary  works  could  be  carried  out  to  render  the  premises  suitable  for 
slaughtering. 


Only  one  butcher  carried  out  the  works  required  and  his  slaughter- 
house was  licenced  during  the  year. 


A further  butcher  carried  out  a few  improvements  but  at  the  end  of 
the  year  these  had  not  been  completed. 


The  Borough  of  Barry  and  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Bridgend 
gave  approval  for  butchers  in  this  area  to  use  their  facilities  and  the 
butchers  concerned  were  circularised  given  them  this  information. 


These  facilities  were  not  extensively  taken  up  as  the  majority  oj 
butchers  purchased  their  meat  from  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corpora- 
tion or  other  wholesalers. 


Details  of  the  slaughtering  carried  out  at  the  one  slaughterhouse 
licenced  are  shown  in  the  table  accompanying  the  report. 


Inspection  of  Bacon  Pigs 

Inspections  of  pigs  slaughtered  for  bacon  in  the  area  were  again 
carried  out  during  the  winter  months,  but  with  the  easing  of  the 
regulations  it  was  found  that  farmers  were  not  calling  upon  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  undertake  this  work  on  the  scale  of  previous  years. 
Despite  all  requests  to  slaughtermen  in  the  area  very  few  took  advantage 
of  the  service  during  1954  pig  killing  season. 


'I’he  figures  for  bacon  pigs  have  now  been  incorporated  with  the 
general  table  dealing  with  meat  inspection  which  is  attached  to  the 
Report. 


Where  tubercular  pigs  were  discovered  the  farmers  concerned  were 
advised  regarding  the  disinfection  of  the  pig-sty  and  equipment. 
Samples  of  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  were  taken  where  the  disease 
appeared  to  be  of  bovine  origin  and  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  informed. 
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Registration  of  Food  Premises,  1954 


Registrations 

No.  on 
Register  at 
beginning 
of  year 

Neu' 

Applications 

C an- 
cellations 

Trans 

fers 

No.  on 
register  at 
end  of  year 

For  the  preparation 
and  manufacture  of 
Sausages,  Potted, 
Pressed,  Pickled,  or 
preser\  ed  foods  in- 
tended for  sale  .... 

15 

15 

Ice-cream  Manu- 
facturers   

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Ice-cream  Retailers 

35 

4 

— 

1 

39 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


1 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  inspected 

40 

— 

— 

150 

73 

All  diseases  (except  tuber- 
culosis) — Whole  carcases 
conemned 

_ 





— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

28 

— 

— 

33 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

70% 

22% 

4.1% 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 
carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

1.4% 

Observations  on  Meat  Inspections 

It  may  appear  from  the  statistics  that  there  was  a very  high 
percentage  of  carcases  of  beef  affected  with  diseases  other  than 
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tuberculosis.  In  each  ease  tlie  condition  was  limited  to  the  liver  which 
was  infected  with  distotiui  licpaticiini  (liver  Huke).  This  condition  is 
eoinmon  in  wet  seasons  as  a small  snail  acts  as  the  intermediary  host 
and  these  snails  are  usually  present  in  wet  pastures.  It  will  he  noted 
that  no  carcases  of  offal  of  beasts  were  infected  with  tuberculosis. 

The  33  sheep  infected  were  all  of  parasitic  origin  aflfecting  the  liver 
or  lungs. 

The  three  pigs  were  affected  with  pneumonia.  One  pig’s  head 
only  was  found  to  be  tuberculous. 


SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  AND 

FOODS  CONDEMNED  DURING 

lbs.  ozs. 

Beef 

206 

lU 

Beef  Liver 

94 

0 

Sheep  Liver  

32 

0 

Cooked  Ham 

35 

6 

Corned  Beef 

17 

0 

Condensed  Milk 

12 

4 

Grapefruit 

10 

0 

Pork  

16 

0 

Lamb 

6 

7 

Jellied  Veal  

6 

0 

Tinned  Peas 

5 

6 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

4 

6 

Black  Cherries 

3 

9 

Cheese  Spread 

3 

0.1 

Baked  Beans 

2 

8 

Tinned  Plums 

1 

4 

Soups 

1 

2 

Stewed  Steak 

1 

0 

Loganberries 

1 

0 

Tinned  Pilchards 

1 

0 

Flour  

1 

0 

Beef  Loaf 

12 

Puffed  Wheat 

8 

Rusks 

7 

Irish  Cream  

6 

Ryvita 

463  lbs. 

n 

44  ozs. 

4() 


Samples  taken  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Area  of  the 
Cowbridge  Rural  District  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954 


Milk  117 

White  Pepper  2 

Lemon  Curd  . 1 

Custard  Powder  1 

Macaroni  1 

Self-Raising  P'lour  1 

Sausage  . ..  1 

Butter  3 

Cooking  Pat  1 

Sauce  1 

Vinegar  2 

Lemon  Scjuash  1 

Concentrated  Apple  Juice  1 

Jam  3 

Blancmange  Powder  1 

Margarine  2 

Orange  Barley  Water  1 

Cream  of  Tomato  Soup  1 

Sago  1 

Tapioca  1 

Condensed  Milk  3 

Sponge  Mixture  2 

Cake  and  Bun  Mixture  1 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  1 

Tomato  Chutnev  1 

Table  Jelly  2 

Orange  Drink  3 

Lard  1 

Sultanas  2 

Currants 1 

Marzipan  1 

Ground  Arrowroot  1 

Mincemeat  1 

Tomato  Sauce  1 

Stomach  Powder  1 

Meat  Paste  1 

Cornflour  1 

Tonic  Wine  1 

Aspirin  Tablets  1 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules  1 


'POTAI.  170 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area,  1954 


Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal 

447 

Drains 

800 

199 

27 

5 

1 

4 

Meat,  Food  & Food  Hygiene 

393 

11 

11 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distribution 

126 

Housing 

631 

20 

20 

6 

6 

7 

Housing  Recorded  Inspections 

141 

Public  HealthActs&fNuisances 

510 

39 

30 

9 

Infectious  Disease 

104 

Disinfections  Disinfestations 

69 

• 

Workshops,  Factories,  etc 

64 

5 

4 

1 

Refuse  Collection  & Disposal 

1834 

62 

45 

13 

2 

2 

Water  Supplies 

186 

5 

5 

Cinemas 

4 

Petroleum  and  Explosives 

24 

2 

2 

Works  in  Progress  .... 

23 

Rodent  Control 

89 

Miscellaneous... 

1177 

Total 

6622 

343 

99 

1 

22 

13 

8 

1 

4!  7 

Note — The  above  excludes  works  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Works  Depart- 
ment on  Council  property,  and  rodent  inspections  made  by  the  Rodent 
Operator. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
Chief  Officials  of  the  Departments,  together  with  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the 
year. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  McKlM  THOMAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Se/)tenil)er,  1955. 
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